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1. Can environmental law be anything other than anthropocentric? 


2. If the guiding principle of Australian environmental law moves away from 
Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD), should there be an ongoing use of the 
sub-principles, particularly the precautionary principle and the conservation of 
biological diversity principle? 


3. Should governments have the primary responsibility for protecting the environment? 
If not, who should and how should the law provide for their role? 


4. What is the role of regulation in implementing environmental policy? Use examples 
in your answer. 


5. What role should private law remedies and instruments play in the conservation of 
the environment or its restoration? Use examples in your answer. 


6. To what extent have the courts been able to apply the precautionary principle to 
make a useful difference in environmental disputes? Cite relevant case law in your 
answer. 


7. What should the relationship be between international environmental law and 
Australian environmental law? 


8. Does the international law of the sea adequately provide for the conservation of 
marine natural resources? If so, how? If not, why not? Use examples in your answer. 


9. Can Australian environmental law usefully adopt approaches from Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait Islander management of the environment? Use examples in your 
answer. 


10. Should ESD be replaced as the guiding principle of Australian environmental law? If 
so, what principle or approach should replace it? 
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